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[57] ABSTRACT

A selectively energizable keyboard system is disclosed
including a plurality of selectively actuatable pushbut-
ton members having exposed surfaces adapted to be
symbolized in accordance with electronic functions
generated by actuation of the pushbutton members,
and having opposed surfaces adapted to transmit force
in response to actuation. A plurality of conductive ele-
ments are supported in registration with the opposed
surfaces of the pushbutton members, each having a
dished surface of curvature when in an unactuated
condition and adapted to be deflected into an over-
center position in response to application of force by a
pushbutton member. A conductive member having a
plurality of contact areas in electrical contact with the
conductive elements is arranged adjacent the set of
conductive elements. In addition, a plurality of con-
ductive paths are arranged at a surface of a support
member facing the conductive member. Each of the
conductive paths is adapted to be electrically con-
nected to the conductive member through one of the
conductive elements, when the conductive element is
deflected into its over-center position.

32 Claims, 7 Drawing Figures
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